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Significance:

Part 6 – Textbooks, tutorials, and reviews

A paper presented to the IEEE Industry Applications Society Annual Meeting to support a proposal for

developing a new standard in the Color Book series, “Powering and Grounding Sensitive Electronic

Equipment,” Standards Project P1100. 

The effort was successful and an active W orking was launched.  The initial goal was to complete the

project in four years.  Unfortunately, the issues were sufficiently complex and opinions diverse to the point

that the final “Emerald Book” IEEE Std™ 1100 was not completed until 1992, still a reasonable gestation

period by comparison to some other IEEE projects.

One of the lingering issues was to clearly define “sensitive electronics.” That ambiguity  was resolved in

the 1999 update by dropping out the qualifier “sensitive.”  It is also interesting to note that the 1999 update

of the existing 1992 book took seven years, compared to the six years it took to start from the vision (a

glimmer) described in this paper.
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